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Field Crops Newsletter:
In General:
We’ve had another tough spring for
getting the crop started, and from the looks of
things it may not be over yet. When crops get
off to a poor start as they have this year, it takes
a while for them to get over the “shock” and
begin to grow properly. I believe we all know
this year has not been as bad (at least in most
places) as the same period last year, but
nighttime temperatures in the low sixties have
been very detrimental to all our crops, and all
those cloudy days with low Langleys and low
heat unit accumulation have caused all our crops
to lag behind the progress that could have been
made under more favorable conditions.
Cotton:
The big word this year has been
DRAINAGE. Poorly drained fields and areas of
fields where the soil became saturated have been
problem areas regardless of whether they were
in a low area or the flat top of a ridge.
Anaerobic soil conditions existed in these areas
for weeks, leading to failures of just about
everything that was done. Systemic insecticides,
fungicides, fertilizers, and herbicides have not
performed up to par, plus these conditions have
caused even the best seed to rot and fail to
emerge. Even when plants did emerge, many of
these areas have shown post-emergence
damping-off so severe that replanting has been
needed in some fields. This trend may continue
well into June, and we may end up with thin
stands on some of our best fields after it’s too
late to replant.
There are some very good stands of
cotton where drainage has been good, and some
fields are getting close to pinhead square stage.
Then there is the bulk of the crop in our area that
is up to a workable stand, but is not growing as
well as we would like. These fields should
begin to come out of the “clinches” in the next
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few days. Then there is the remaining acreage
that I estimate at something like 25 percent of
the cotton in the seven county area I serve that is
in trouble from all the things I have mentioned,
plus, thrips that are capable of setting it back
even further.
One thing I have learned over the years
is that you do not give up on cotton. It is a very
tough plant, and will continue trying to live as
long as it can. Examine plants carefully, and
when you find good terminal buds and new
branch roots the plants will likely overcome
problems and develop better than seedlings that
would grow from late-planted seeds. If you find
thrips feeding on the terminal buds, control them
as soon as possible. The big consideration is
whether you have large skips in the stand; when
this is the case spot-replanting may be your best
option at this stage of the game.
Tilling the middles may be a good
option in situations where you need to get
oxygen back into the soil. Some of you may
think I have changed my story because of my
belief in no-till, but when the soil is crusted and
remains anaerobic (no oxygen), this may be your
best option. Anaerobic conditions develop most
frequently in conventionally-tilled soil, but also
in no-till when the soil has been flooded or
saturated for an extended time.
We’ve had a number of calls about
timing of glyphosate applications in fields where
plant development is not consistent. The best
answer for this is to time your application on the
number of nodes on the largest plants in the
field. I also suggest you leave off any spray
adjuvants and/or surfactants as a precaution to
help avoid damaging plants that are under stress.
We finally got the variety trials planted
at Durant last week, and I hope we will have a
good stand very soon. We included a plant
population study and some other things I believe

you will find interesting. There are several other
demonstrations around the area that I will be
telling you about in future issues.
Corn:

Corn has continued to have a tough
time. Growth stages in the area range from
struggling at the fifth leaf to thriving in full
tassel. Conditions that are affecting the crop
around the area include corn earworms and
armyworms in whorls, corn leaf beetles,
stinkbugs, rust, anthracnose leaf spot, losses of
N to denitrification, and others.
Thankfully, most of you applied some
kind of material for control of sugarcane beetles,
and as a result control of this destructive pest has
been good. Before you assume this pest might
not have been a big problem this year I will tell
you that I have seen areas that were not treated
where stands were reduced by more than half
and required replanting. The insecticides you
used were well worth the expense and trouble.
Like it or not, we will need to continue the use
of insecticides for this pest.
So far, moth trap captures for
Southwestern corn borer have been generally
light. According to Dr. Don Parker, we have
passed the first field generation without the need
for treating fields, however he cautions this
situation may change. The traps I am running in
the northern part of the area are picking up
around 2 moths per week, however numbers are
a little higher in the southern part of the area,
particularly in Rankin County where last week’s
report showed 17 per trap. Even this higher
number is still not a reason for alarm, but we
need to pay close attention to trap captures and
do some spot checking in the next generation
which Dr. Parker estimates will arrive around
the first week in July.
Where fields have lost N to
denitrification to the degree that yellow areas
were visible following the last wet period,
supplemental N may be applied. Assuming a
normal amount of N had been applied prior to
that time, a supplemental application of
something like 25 to 30 percent of the original
amount should prevent “significant” yield loss if
you can get it out prior to tassel. Of course,
aerial application is about the only way you can
get this done; avoid applying until late in the day

after dew has dried to avoid leaf burn. If you
use urea, make sure the soil surface is dry when
you make the application as a way of avoiding
volatilization.
Soybeans:
Some soybean fields have required
replanting, but I have not personally seen a field
replanted where a good seed treatment was used.
The critical factor has been the prevention of
pythium, Grasshoppers have developed in some
fields to the point that control has been
indicated. When grasshoppers are still in an
immature stage the material Dimilin should do a
good job at fairly low cost. When adults are
present, other products like pyrethroids or
Orthene may be required.
A lot of people are watching soybean
fields closely this year for soybean rust, which is
expected to enter the U.S. at some point. We
really don’t know what to expect from this
disease that has caused big problems in soybean
producing areas around the world. One theory
suggests that our temperatures may be too high
for it to develop fully. We will just have to wait
and see what happens. When and if it arrives, it
will be a major challenge for the U.S. soybean
industry.
In Summary:
We should soon get a break from the
weather nightmare we have lived with for the
past few weeks, and I will welcome it as much
as any of you. I have been putting out fires, so
to speak, most of the spring and have not been
able to plan much in the way of “programming”.
Although I believe I have met most of you by
now, I intend to visit as many of you as possible
again this summer. Until then, call if you need
my help; your county Extension office can reach
me by phone or e-mail.
Thanks for your time.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D., CCA
Area Agent – Agronomic Crops

